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PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Precedence of Business — Point of Order 
MR M. McGOWAN: I rise under standing order 60, which relates to private members’ business and the 
precedence of private members’ business on Wednesdays between 4.00 pm and 7.00 pm. The reason I rise is to 
seek clarification from the Speaker, if possible, in relation to how private members’ business should operate in 
the Parliament, because it is private members’ business. The point I want to make is about the procedures of the 
house. I, unfortunately, missed the beginning of private members’ business when the Leader of the House moved 
the motion for the matters that would take precedence in private members’ business. The Leader of the House 
obviously moved that the member for Alfred Cove’s legislation would take first precedence, the member for 
Mandurah’s education matter would take second precedence, and the member for Southern River’s legislation 
would take third precedence. I missed that motion, and I was unable to speak to the matter because I was outside 
for a moment. When I returned I noted that the member for Alfred Cove was speaking, and she has occupied 
nearly half an hour of the time of the house second reading her bill. The member for Alfred Cove sought my 
agreement yesterday to use 25 minutes of private members’ business time, and I declined to give her that 
agreement. I indicated to her that she should seek the government’s agreement to take up government time for 
that matter. My advice to her was to see the Leader of the House about obtaining government time to read in her 
bill. When I found out that the member for Alfred Cove was on her feet, I queried the matter with the Leader of 
the House and he advised me that private members’ business was for private members, and that the member for 
Alfred Cove is a private member and, therefore, in his judgement, she should have priority. Ordinarily, these 
matters should be agreed between both sides. I had no knowledge that the member for Alfred Cove was going to 
take up nearly half an hour of private members’ business.  

The point I want to put to the house, which I want to put to you, Madam Acting Speaker (Ms A.R. Mitchell), is 
that the member for Alfred Cove is a member of the government.  

Dr J.M. Woollard: I am an Independent.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: She sits on the government side of the house. I have a copy of the chamber seating plan 
here, and she sits in the midst of a number of Liberal Party members of Parliament, and, therefore, she is a 
member of the government.  

I would like the guidance of the Speaker on this matter. If a member of the government is going to use time that 
is ordinarily available for the opposition, surely, firstly, that matter should be discussed with the opposition and 
agreement sought from the opposition; and, secondly, and more importantly, if the opposition wants to give up 
its time to a member of the government for private members’ business, the opposition should agree to that time 
being given up to members of the government, as, indeed, we agreed to that time being given to a member of the 
government to debate the franchising legislation at government members’ request.  

I seek your advice, Madam Acting Speaker, and perhaps the Speaker’s advice, of the appropriateness of private 
members’ business being conducted in such a sneaky and unprofessional manner by the Leader of the House, 
and whether the member for Alfred Cove, as a government member, is entitled to use private members’ business 
in the manner in which she has, without the agreement of the opposition.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: For clarification, let me say that the member for Alfred Cove is not a government 
member; she is an Independent. She does not attend Liberal Party room meetings; she is not a member of the 
Liberal Party, I can assure members, just because she sits on this side of the house. Do members opposite have 
the same feeling about the member for Fremantle? She is an Independent. Do members opposite disagree with 
that? Do they say that that member is a member of the government?  

Mr P. Papalia interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: She votes with members opposite most of the time. Private members’ time is private 
members’ time—it is not Labor Party time. Although it has been the convention that the opposition normally has 
its way on a Wednesday between 4.00 pm and 7.00 pm, the time is allocated for private members’ business, as is 
clearly outlined in standing order 60. It does not say anything about the Labor Party or the Liberal Party; it says, 
“private members” time. I think it is unreasonable for the manager of opposition business to deny an 
Independent member the opportunity to at least read her bill into the house. Whether it will go anywhere from 
here, who knows? But I think any private member, particularly an Independent, not just the opposition, should 
have the opportunity.  

Mr M. McGowan: It was a very unprofessional way to run the house.  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Rockingham talks about sneaky actions. He does that all the time. That is 
the point I want to make. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Madam Acting Speaker —  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms A.R. Mitchell): Member for Alfred Cove, does this relate to the point of order?  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: Yes, it does. The leader of opposition business — 

Mr M. McGowan: Manager of opposition business.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: The manager of opposition business has objected to my being given time under private 
members’ business to second read my bill. As the Leader of the House said, private members’ business is private 
members’ business. I am not able to tell the house how many times I have gone to the manager of opposition 
business and sought time in private members’ business and been told I could not have that time.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Alfred Cove, on the point of order only, please.  

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD: I thank the Leader of the House for giving me time during private members’ business 
to second read my bill.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for Rockingham, I will refer your point of order to the Speaker 
for his adjudication and come back to you when we have that. 
 


